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Well what about them Cougars, gotta love them boys from Washington State.  We have 
lots of things going on lately, but not lots of fishing.  Rather I should say lots of fishing, 
but not lots of catching.  I am at a loss to explain why we see tons of fish rolling but not 
lots biting.  I keep holding out for that one big rain that is going to turn the bite on.  My 
fear is that once it rains, these fish will catch the next wave upriver and be gone.  I as a
matter of principle will not fish above tidewater.  So once they get up out of the 
tidewater, I leave them to the business of spawning. So I hope that I can find a couple 
of fish down low that are willing to take bait. 
 

We have lots of fish that have been clipped at Letz Creek and are getting ready to go 
into the pond.  I want to thank all the volunteers that log so many hours taking care of 
that facility and the fish we raise.  Al Bazzi, Doug Dewald, Gary Lutman, Cindy Heller, 
and all the daily feeders that put in the miles, and the time to make sure that our 
investment in the future is ready to swim out to sea. It is an investment that we make 
for our future fishing, and the future of our children’s angling experience. 
 

I want to thank Chris Douglas for the effort he put into a member fish along the 
weekend of the 21st and 22nd of October.  Again the fishing was not so good, but the 
opportunity to fish with someone new was worth the effort.  So thanks Doogie, keep it 
up, and sooner or later, you’ll get those fish to bite.   
 

As I write this, we still do not have a guest speaker for November.  But we do have a 
fabulous speaker planned for February.  Bob Toman will be coming down to speak 
about Salmon Fishing.  He is far and away one of the most methodical anglers that you 
will ever meet.  He plans everything down the smallest detail.  It will be exciting to listen 
to him talk about the details of catching fish.  So mark your calendars so that you do not 
miss this one.   
 

Please keep in mind the offer that Curt Currey has on the table for all of our members.  
If you purchase an entire book of raffle tickets for twenty bucks, your name will be 
entered into a drawing to fish with him for just about everything that swims in Oregon.  I 
would be a day trip of your choice on the river of your choice.  If we could get every one 
in the chapter to buy just one book, our raffle sales for the year would be over.  We 
would not need to hound you for time at GI Joes, or anywhere else.  Remember that 
half of every dollar comes back into our chapter.  It is one of the major fundraisers for 
the Association.  So please come in this next meeting and make this a shorter raffle 
ticket sale for us. 
 

Hope to see you all in November, same bat time, same bat channel.   
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Robert Montgomery 
Oregon Fishing Guide  

Guided fishing trips and fly-fishing trips on 
Southern Oregon Rivers and bays. 

SALMON Umpqua River 
STEELHEAD Rogue River 

BASS Coquille River 
SHAD Elk River 

 Sixes River 
 Coos River 

1 (800) 985-FISH 

NEXT MONTHS MEETING: December 6th 

THIS NEWSLETTER IS ABOUT US. US INCLUDES YOU. BE PART OF YOUR CHAPTER
AND THE ASSOCIATION. SUBMIT YOUR RECENT FISHING PICTURES ALONG WITH 
A STORY OF WHO WENT WITH. WHAT YOU CAUGHT. WHERE YOU WERE AND 
HOW YOU CAUGHT IT. 
 
GOT A GOOD STORY OR A “CLEAN” JOKE THAT IS WORTH PASSING ON? 
 
GOT A TIP THAT MAKES YOUR FISHING EXPERIENCE MORE PLEASUREABLE AND 
WOULD BENEFIT OTHERS? 
 
GOING ON A TRIP AND NEED SOME COMPANY? 
 
THE BEST PART ABOUT BEING A MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION OF NORTHWEST 
STEELHEADERS IS THAT YOU BELONG TO AN ORGANIZATION THAT ALLOWS 
YOU TO DO MORE FOR FISH AND FISHING THAN JUST RECEIVING A MAGAZINE 
EVERY MONTH AND PUTTING A STICKER ON THE BACK OF YOUR VEHICLE.  
  
PLEASE GET INVOLVED. VOLUNTEER FOR A CURRENT PROJECT OR EVENT.  
IF WE ARE NOT WORKING ON PROJECTS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO WORK ON 
YOU CAN CONTACT ANY BOARD MEMBER AND PROPOSE A PROJECT.  
 
STREAM AND RIVER CLEAN-UP. BOAT RAMP MAINTENANCE OR INSTALLATION. 
KID’S FISHING EDUCATION PROGRAMS. THE LIST IS ALMOST ENDLESS 
 
IT IS AMAZING WHAT WE CAN ACCOMPLISH IN JUST A FEW HOURS.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raffle Tickets Available.  
You can win prizes for selling raffle tickets!  The 
Association and most chapters recognize their 
strongest performers.  There will be a prize for the top 
seller at each chapter plus all sellers will get a chance 
at another prize for each book they buy or sell.  
Prizes? Lets just say Lamiglas rods are involved.  Half 
the proceeds are pure profit for your chapter with the 
Association picking up all expenses from the other 
half/ So help your chapter and the Association while 
you earn a chance at prizes by selling raffle tickets.  
“These tickets sell themselves,” says Art Israelson, 
who sold over 10,000 tickets last year. (That would be 
up to $5,000 for the chapter’s treasury if all the 
chapters’ members could match Art’s performance.)  
Chapters get tickets for distribution to their members 
by calling or e-mailing the Association office. 
 

Win a Fishing Rod as We Update the 
Database. 
We need to update the membership records to include 
e-mail addresses. (After all, when was the last time 
you heard of using a “phone tree”?) It is easy. Please 
visit our events web page for details and to enter the 
contest. You will be automatically entered into the 
drawing for one of three Lamiglas rods. The drawing 
will be held at the Association Board meeting in 
November. 
 

League of Fishing Voters  
Steelheaders met with other coalition member groups 
reviewing legislative initiatives.  Steelheaders that 
were present look to the Association Board to 
participate in several objectives.  Funding for an 
economic study of Oregon’s fisheries toward best 
utilization is just one of them. 
 

Extinction Stops Here! 
That was the theme of our fishermen’s rally on Sep. 19 
along the Willamette.  It was a great success for the
Steelheaders and other organizers.  Our booth sold 
raffle tickets, merchandise, and memberships, but 
most important was the impact to the public.  The 
event was well covered in that evening’s and next 
morning’s news including mention of the boat rally and
with explanation of our concerns for the Columbia and 
Klamath River management for fish.  The event was 
highlighted by David James Duncan, author of The 
River Why. Other speakers included our “Salmon to 
Sea” guest Bill Erickson, Jennie from IFish and Buzz
Ramsey.  Attendees also enjoyed a free salmon bake 
hosted by the tribes. 
 

STAC Honors Two of Our Own. 
ODFW’s Salmon Trout Advisory Committee made the 
presentation at the 25th anniversary STEP (Salmon 

Trout Enhancement program) conference in Reedsport 
on Oct.14th to Marv Welt of the Tom McCall chapter as 
Volunteer Educator and SW Oregon Chapter 
President John Ward recognizing his fish rearing 
performance. 
 
Marv served as the Steelheaders’ Education Director 
culminating two decades of teaching kids about fish, 
habitat, and fishing.  Marv’s efforts went far beyond the 
kids he worked with as his extraordinary efforts were 
chronicled in the media, and he led other steelheaders 
in the Egg to Fry program. 
John has worked tirelessly over the past couple of 
years to rebuild the Morgan Creek facility, making it 
better for wild fish as well as neighboring landowners 
and the community. John has led the volunteer effort 
to raise over $300,000 for this project. 
 

United Way Allows Designation to ANWS!  
United Way gives you the opportunity to allocate $50 
or more of your contribution to go to the Steelheaders. 
(United Way established the $50 minimum.) Please 
take advantage of this for your sport fisheries if you 
participate in the United Way program! 
 

November 4th Board Meeting to be a 
Celebration 
All Steelheaders are invited to this event at the 
Tillamook Fairgrounds. The celebration will start at 
4:00, after the board meeting that starts at 1:00.  A 
Keynote address by Pure Fishing’s Conservation 
Director Jim Martin will start the program. There will be 
door prizes (including a $200 Cabela’s gift certificate) 
and other presentations followed by a salmon and 
steak BBQ with all the side dishes, salads and deserts 
provided by participants as a potluck. Spend the 
morning with your family or fellow Steelheaders fishing 
for fall Chinook, and then join us at the fairgrounds. 
Please visit our events web page for more details, a 
map and to RSVP to ensure we have accommodations 
and enough food. 
 

Give Steelheader Memberships for Christmas  
The board approved an introductory membership rate 
for new members of only $10. You can give friends 
and extended family a $30 membership for less than a 
third of that price and save an additional amount when 
you claim the membership donation on your taxes. It 
just can’t get any better than that! 
 

Art Israelson Honored by Governor. 
Governor Kulongouski presented the Steelheader’s 
River Rights Director, Art Israelson with a Governor‘s 
Regional Volunteer Award at an awards luncheon in 
Salem on Oct. 6.  Art was recognized for his work with 
Division of State Lands, for his many activities as a 
STEP volunteer, and for many civic activities as well. 

Association Page  



STEP 
Submitted by Cindy Heller 
935-4209 
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The pond at Letz Creek is full of growing fish! Thr ee 
fin clipping sessions were held from late August to  
late September to clip and move over 21,000 little fish 
into the pond. Those fish are incredibly active, 
growing fast, and (naturally) are healthy and very well 
cared for. Many thanks to all who helped clip our f ish:  
Al and Rosemary Bazzi, Doug Dewald, Lowell Russell,  
Michael Whiting, Mike Troutman, Sandy Hober, Charli e 
Allen, Lane Lamb, Lindsay Lamb, Joe Burgess, Greg 
Wojtowicz, Joe and Carolyn Lamont, Bill Robbins, 
Mike Blackmarr, Dick Middleton, Darlene Dolby, Paul  
Kirkpatrick, Paul’s friend with difficult handwriti ng, 
and John Anderson.  
 

CIRCULARS NOW EMPTY 
Everyone who helped fin clip those fish that were 
placed in the pond knows that we still had LOTS of 
fish in the circulars. A two-day fin clipping frenz y on 
10/14 and 10/15 clipped over 15,500 fish from the 
circulars. October is a pretty nippy month, and fin  
clipping fish at Letz Cr. proved to be a chilling 
experience. Thanks to our hardy volunteers the job 
was done in record time: Al Bazzi, Doug Dewald, Pat ti 
Konnie, Lowell Russell, Mike Troutman, Charlie Alle n, 
Earl and Pam Miller, Tom Swartz, Gary Lutman and 
Dale Johnson.  The fun didn’t stop there! One week 
later, those clipped and counted fish were loaded u p 
in the transport tank and liberated into Hult Reser voir 
near Horton. We had so many fish to move that it to ok 
2 trips, 281 miles and a total of 11.5 hours of eff ort.  
THANK YOU Al Bazzi and Doug Dewald!!! Those fish 
will be available for angler harvest in Lake Creek when 
they return as big, beautiful adult steelhead. 
 

STEP CONFERENCE A SUCCESS 
The 2006 STEP Conference was held in Reedsport 
10/13-14 and was a rousing success. Secretary of 
State Bill Bradbury and ODFW Commissioner Chair 
Marla Rae were guest speakers. A variety of nifty 
topics were presented during Saturday afternoon. A 
panel discussion was held to provide all attendees the 
opportunity to pose difficult questions to our fish  
managers. Dr. David Noakes, senior scientist at the  
Oregon Hatchery Research Center showed up early to 
visit with volunteers, give an afternoon presentati on 
AND sit in on the panel discussion. The tours were fun 
and educational, the displays at the conference wer e 
really informative, and it was a chance to meet old  
friends and make new friends.   
 

COLD WEATHER COMING—STAY SAFE 
The rains are coming and that means cold, slick 
conditions out at Letz Cr. Please be careful and ke ep 
yourself safe. If you don’t think you can safely dr ive 
out to Letz Creek because of the weather, please st ay 
home!! Our fish are cold-blooded critters and they 

won’t be feeding well anyways if the weather is tha t 
bad. Just give the fish scheduler a call to let the m 
know. Remember to turn off the electric fence befor e 
starting to feed the fish to avoid a ‘shocking’ 
experience. Life jackets are hanging inside the she d 
by the pond, and they don’t help anyone who falls i n 
unless they are wearing them! If you do fall in, 
remember to get out of your wet clothes first (dry 
clothes and a towel are in a marked metal box insid e 
the shed), then get in your car and turn up the hea ter 
to warm up, get some calories into you as quickly a s 
possible and then drive home carefully. Hypothermia  
is a real killer and deserves your respect! 
 

LETZ CREEK SUPPORT 
At the October general meeting, we discussed our fi sh 
rearing activities at the Letz Creek STEP hatchery.  We 
have many new members who have never visited Letz 
Creek, and worried that perhaps our membership no 
longer wanted to be involved in rearing fish. We 
understand that not every member will be able to he lp 
every time out at Letz Creek, but it would nice if a 
majority of members would be able to help at least a 
few times out at Letz Creek. At the end of the 
discussion, I passed out a sign-up sheet for people  
who wanted the opportunity to help fin-clip those e xtra 
fish we were holding in the circulars.  My faith ha s 
been restored almost all of our members who were 
present signed up! I’m pretty optimistic that peopl e 
are excited about handling and caring for the 
steelhead at Letz Creek and that we can get more 
people involved. PLEASE CHECK YOUR CALENDARS 
BEFORE THE NOVEMBER MEETING AND COME 
PREPARED TO SIGN UP TO FEED FISH IN THE POND. 
We will have people who will go out with you (car-
pooling if possible) to show you where it is, what to do 
and explain all the neat things we do raising our f ish. It 
will also give you an opportunity to get to know ou r 
members.   
 

COLD WEATHER TECHNIQUES 
Remember that fish are cold-blooded and they just 
don’t move as fast in cold conditions. If you are 
feeding fish, feed slowly and allow lots of time be fore 
throwing the next scoop of food. Avoid wasting food  
by only feeding fish that you can see are actively 
feeding. Polarized glasses really help you to see h ow 
the fish are responding. In general, our fish do no t 
feed very well if a big weather system is approachi ng, 
or if they have been scared by predator activity. ( Don’t 
take it personally!) Give the fish 20 or 30 minutes  to 
calm down and try again. Keep an eye open for signs  
of otter slides, tracks or otter swimming in the po nd. 
Also take note of how the fish are holding in the p ond. 
If all the fish are clustered in the upper pond aro und 
the water inflow area we might be dealing with a lo w 
water condition. If you see dead or dying fish, col lect 
carcasses if possible and call for help. Please rep ort 
any problems as soon as possible by calling an offi cer 
or board member. Keep trying to reach people until 
you actually get to talk to a person instead of an 
answering machine. 



 
AWARDS ARE COMING 
The awards potluck in August lacked our normal STEP  
awards and patches. I am personally responsible for  
that situation I was so ill that the hours weren’t 
tabulated, patches weren’t ordered, etc., etc.  I a m now 
much improved and will be shooting for providing 
awards in December or January (depends on the 
patches). Thank you to all who worried about me 
during my illness and stepped up to make sure that 
Letz Creek activities continued. 
 

PUBLIC DRAFT AVAILABLE 
A draft Coastal Coho Conservation Plan is available  
on-line for public comment. You can find it under t he 
Oregon Plan Website at www.oregon-
plan.org/OPSW/cohoproject/coho_proj.shtml .  (There 
is an under-line between ‘coho’and ‘proj’ that does n’t 
show up with the underlining that automatically sho ws 
up when you type in a web address.)  Check it out i n 
your spare time. This is an ambitious plan that far  
exceeds any actions required to remove ESA listing,  
will have major costs associated that are largely 
unidentified, and will impact Oregon’s economy and 
future generations for the next 50 years. As an ang ler, 
you might have an opinion regarding ocean limits 
(keep first 2 salmon hooked or fish all day for a 
marked fish), the reasons why Coho populations are 
not as robust as you might like, what really caused  the 
Coho populations to rebound from their low point 
(ocean conditions or curtailing commercial harvest or 
decreasing hatchery production or a combination of 
all three), how important pinniped predation on 
salmonids really is, etc.  Make your voice heard. I f you 
don’t speak up, you lose the right to complain late r! 
Town hall meetings will be held in Tillamook, Newpo rt, 
Roseburg and Charleston sometime in mid-November. 
The plan will be presented to the ODFW 
Commissioners during their January meeting, with 
adoption expected in March 2007.  
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WHAT IS A STEELHEADER?  
 

We are Sports Anglers dedicated to restoring and en hancing Salmon, Trout and 
Steelhead populations and their habitats for presen t and future generations.  

Synopsis of Recent Paper Concerning the Relative Fitness of 
Hatchery and Wild Steelhead in the Hood River  

 
ODFW Staff 

October 13, 2006 
 

A recent scientific paper published in the Journal of 
Conservation Biology and covered by The 
Oregonian and Associated Press described the 
results of a research study conducted on wild and 
hatchery steelhead from the Hood River. In this 
work, the relative ability of hatchery fish to spawn in 
natural stream environments and produce viable 
offspring was compared to ability of wild fish to do 
the same. Two kinds of hatchery fish were actually 
evaluated.  The first being from a more traditional 
hatchery program initiated in the late 1950s and 
propagated continuously since then without the 
infusion of additional wild fish. In other words only 
returning hatchery fish were used to produce the 
next generation. The second type of hatchery fish 
originated directly from the wild steelhead returning 
to the Hood River. In this program, wild fish were 
collected, taken to the hatchery, and spawned to 
produce the hatchery-reared offspring. Therefore, 
the resulting wild-type hatchery fish were only one 
generation removed from the wild population. 
 

By analyzing the DNA of scale and tissue samples 
taken from returning adults collected over a 15-
year time period, it was possible to determine the 
parentage of nearly all naturally produced fish. With 
this information it was possible to estimate the 
relative ability of hatchery and wild spawners to 
produce offspring under natural conditions in the 
Hood River. 
 

The researchers found that the relative 
reproduction rate of naturally spawning hatchery 
fish from the traditional broodstock was less than ¼ 
of the rate observed for naturally spawning wild 
fish. In other words, a natural spawning population 
comprised entirely of wild fish would produce four 
times as many offspring as one comprised only of 
hatchery fish. In apparent contrast, hatchery fish 
belonging to the non-traditional, ‘wild-type’ 
broodstock were reproductively more similar to wild 
fish. Therefore, the two types of hatchery fish 
differed dramatically in their ability to reproduce 
under natural conditions.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The research on the relative spawning 
success of hatchery and wild fish in the Hood 
River is ongoing and now entering its next 
phase.  In the near future, important findings 
on the contribution of hatchery fish to the 
second and third generation naturally 
produced steelhead in the Hood River are 
expected.  This will address a critical issue 
concerning the long-term impact and 
effectiveness of hatchery supplementation 
programs as a tool to help restore wild 
populations. 

“ NO ONE CAN DO EVERYTHING ~~ EVERYONE CAN DO SOMETHING”  

The poor reproductive performance of the 
traditional hatchery stock is consistent with 
similar findings obtained in studies conducted 
elsewhere in the Columbia River basin dating 
back to the 1980s. Less work has been done 
in the past to evaluate the success of the 
more non-traditional type of hatchery fish in 
natural environments. The results from this 
Hood River study suggest that hatchery fish 
just one generation removed from the local 
wild population will perform better than the 
traditional hatchery stock and therefore have a 
clear advantage in terms of use for 
conservation purposes. However, this 
apparent advantage has not been 
demonstrated in other locations where this 
type of hatchery stock has been cycled 
through the hatchery a second or third time. 
 
These study results are consistent with ODFW 
policies related to fish conservation (Native 
Fish Conservation Policy) and hatchery 
management (Hatchery Fish Management 
Policy).  For hatcheries that produce fish 
primarily for fisheries, both traditional and non-
traditional type programs can be effective. 
Alternatively, if the primary purpose of the 
hatchery program is to bolster wild 
populations, then ODFW policies direct that 
non-traditional, ‘wild-type’ broodstocks should 
be the first choice. The findings from this study 
of Hood River steelhead support the general 
direction put forth by these policies.  
 
Finally, it should be noted this study is a good 
example of a multi-agency cooperative effort 
designed to boost runs of wild steelhead in the 
Hood River. With funding from the Bonneville 
Power Administration, biologists from ODFW 
and the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs 
led the field investigations that resulted in an 
extensive 15-year collection of scale samples 
and adult steelhead returns back to Hood 
River. At the suggestion of ODFW to further 
evaluate the success of restoration efforts in 
Hood River, researchers at OSU were able to 
develop methods to successfully extract 
sufficient DNA from these scale samples to 

My Favorite Tarter Sauce  
 
½ Cup Mayonnaise 
1 Table Spoon Sweet Pickle Relish 
1 Table Spoon Dill Pickle Relish 
2 Teaspoons Catsup 
1 to 1 ½ Teaspoons Mustard to taste 
½ Teaspoon Garlic Powder 
¾ Teaspoon Celery Salt 
2 Tablespoons Pickle Juice (I usually use Dill 
Pickle juice) 
 
(For a different flavor: substitute sweet and/or 
dill relish for red hamburger relish.) 
 
Kick it up a notch with a little pinch of white 
pepper and crushed red pepper. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter submissions dead line is the 22nd of the month. 
Submissions may be made at the general meeting, by email 
to eenws@msn.com.   Snail mail to the PO Box, ATTN: 
NEWSLETTER. At the Monthly board meeting or call Dale 
Clift for other options. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Association of Northwest Steelheaders 
E-Mail: anws@nwsteelheaders.org 

Phone: (503) 653-4176          Fax: (503) 653-8769 
PO Box 22065, Milwaukie, OR  97269 

Association Officers 
Executive Director: Norm Ritchie norm.ritchie@nwsteelheaders.org 
Office Manager: Sharon Schaub, Sharon.Schaub@nwsteelheaders.org 

President: Marc Davis, mdavis@nwsteelheaders.org  
First Vice President: Gary Lutman, glutman@nwsteelheaders.org 

Secretary: Kai Sjoblom, ksjoblom@nwsteelheaders.org 
Treasurer: Rod Brobeck, rbrobeck@nwsteelheaders.org 

Communications: Joyce Sherman/River Graphics,  Association 
Newsletter jsherman@nwsteelheaders.org  

 
 

 
 

Springfield  541.726.9020    Fax 541.746.0339 
Cottage Grove  541.942.7700    Fax 541.942.7726 
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