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EMERALD ANGLER

Well let me begin by wishing you all the best of th
that you all have had a pleasant and relaxing holid
together after a little weather delay.

e holiday season. | hope
ay. All of our family got

| woul d like to extend my sincere condolences to the Bash or family. For
any of our members that had not yet heard the news, Holly Bashor passed
away on December 10 ™. | can only hope that your daughter is at peace
now and free from the bounds of earthly pain an  d discomfort. Please
know that our family’s thoughts and prayers have be en with you this past
month.

It is especially at times like this that | can not help but think how fortunate
we are to be given another year here on this Earth. | want to thank all o f
you for the support, and friendship that you have s hared with me this past
year. | have always said, that | am the sum total o f all the people and
experiences that | have met over time. | feel that | am certainly richer for
the privilege of knowing all o f you. | am constantly learning about this
sport of fishing from so many of you. Just this pa st week, | picked up the
idea of fishing really small baits and corkies for winter steelhead. So these
last few days, | have been tying rigs with small nu  mber 6 size hooks. This
friend of mine catches lots of fish on these little hook. | applied this idea
with another tip about white corkies and cerise yar n, and there you have
what | will be experimenting with on the coastal ri vers when the fish get in.

This mont h our guest speaker will be the incomparable Todd L
Todd is one of the most dynamic speakers that we ha
chapter. His passion for helping people catch fish is evident in his talks. |

have had the pleasure of fishing with Todd a numb  er of times, and he is
certainly one of those guides that does his homewor k. He is always
chasing fish. He is on the phone scouting areas. He speaks to other
guides about where they are finding fish. He is al  so lots of fun to be with
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ve address our
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in a boat. So please make plans to join us this Ja  nuary 3.
Hope to see all of you in January!
L #$% ffff & %'()*!




Eugene Boat & Sportsman Show

Well fellow Steelheaders, the 2007 EB&SS is upon us
again this year. Our chapter has the opportunity to
showcase our organization to the public that share in our
passion for the outdoors. We will need chapter members
to come out and share our interest in sportfishing with
visitors to our booth on February 2nd, 3rd or 4th 2007 .
This is a wonderful way to interact with your neighbors and
other like-minded folks, not to mention an opportunity for
you to gain FREE admission into a great annual Eugene
sporting event. Yes, that's right, | said FREE admission in
exchange for a couple of hours of 'shooting the breeze'
with others. | know we have plenty of breeze shooters in
this club! Time is given to our members before, during,
and/or after your shift to explore every nook and cranny of
this jam-packed show! Sign up sheets will be passed
around at the January meeting or please call me at 954-
5386 to find your niche.

Thank you for your support. C. "Doogie" Douglass

Our 2007 ANWS Yakutat Alaskan Trip raffle is well under
way. This is our biggest fundraiser of the year, for both the
Association and the chapter. For every $1 ticket we sell,
$0.50 stays in our chapter coffer to pay for our yearly
events. Our board has authorized our incentives for this
year. They are: for every full book of tickets (25 for $20)
bought by a chapter member at the January
2007_chapter general meeting your name will be put into a
drawing for a Glen Wicks fishing rod of the winners
choice; and for every full book of tickets bought by a
member from October 2006 until the end of our ticket
sales your name will be entered in a chance to win a
guided trip with 'Salmon and Steelhead Extraordinaire'
Curt Currey at the February 7th 2007 general
meeting!!! Wow, what a way to start off the New Year, a
Glen Wicks rod and/or a guided trip...can't get much better
than that! See me at the next two general meetings for
tickets.

Tight lines and full nets, "Doogie”

Quit 'Wishing-you-were-Fishin'and sign up for the
2007EEC Winter Steelhead Fish-Along. This event has
been scheduled for Saturday February 10th 2007  with
a back-up date of Saturday February 17th just in case
the rivers are not in shape. The plan is to meeta tthe
Ginger-Bread Village Restaurant in Mapleton at 6
am'ish (no later than 6:30am) to have a little breakfast,
coffee and just plain organizing. Members will be
mixed so that we can get to know others in the grou p,
paired with members with boats (bankie members are
welcome too) and then we disperse to any river of
your groups choice. This has been a fun event for all
and a great time to make new friendships with EEC
members. Please call with any questions.

Thanks again, "Doogie" 954-5386

ARTISTS WANTED: REMINDER

I want to thank all of the folks at the December
meeting who picked up a sample of the Logo for
an up coming Fishing Derby.

We will have an ART SHOWING at the February
meeting so if you would like to particapate in this
contest you can still pick up a sample of the Logo
at the January meeting. The ART SHOWING will
give the membership a chance to see and choose
whose art work will be on the LOGO.

We are also looking for more folks who would be
interested in being part of the Derby Committee.
Curt Currey is the Chair of the Committee and will
have information available at the January
meeting. Lots to do. Many hands make light work
of a large job.

Dale Clift 914-6116 7am to 7:30pm please

December Feeders

As always a Special Thanks to our feeders for the
month of December: John Anderson, Al Bazzi,
Mike Whiting, Patti Konnie, Lowell Russell , Wally
Smith, Wojo, Gary & Cherie Lutman.

You are invited to join these folks in taking care
of our babies. Sign up at the next meeting. If you
have not done it before, not to worry. Someone
will be happy to meet with you and show you
what the program is all about.

This is an important project to our Chapter and
Sports fishing on the Siuslaw River System.
Thank you for your support and effort.

Contact Al Bazzi, 342-1949, for more information.
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NEXT MONTHS MEETING: February 7th 2007
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Boat Raffle Tickets Available.

Clackacraft has once again provided the
Association with a fully equipped NW
Steelheader drift boat to be raffled at the boat
and sportsman shows. Tickets are available for
members to buy or sell for $6 each or 2 for $10.
Contact Art Israelson at 503-666-2599 for
details.

Another Wildlife Victory for Steelheaders!

The Steelheaders first presented a policy stateon
managing sea lion predation to ODFW two years
and has presented it in person to each legisl
office in Washington DC and reviewed it with
Tribes. There is now a plan in place with the Ni&te
Fish & Wildlife Departments and the Tribes that fit
very nicely with the Steelheaders’ objective. WL
has created a web page outlining the joint ple
http://wdfw.wa.gov/wim/sealions/ NOAA has als
provided sport anglers with a more liberal defoniti
and guidelines of “hazing” to protect sport an
safety and property. See
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/Marine-Mammals/Seals-
and-Sea-Lions/upload/Deter-Pinnipeds.fdf details
This proves once again that we can win with a s
and balanced approach to our fisheries issues.

Banquet/Auction Planning Under Way
The Association Banquet/Auction is set for Ma

31, 2006. Volunteers can help make this a success

by joining the committee now. Fist we need to
contact our event contributors and make banquet
tables available. Direct contact by volunteers can
dramatically improve the effectiveness in our
outreach. There are also many fun tasks the
evening of the event. Be a spotter for the
auctioneer or monitor the silent auction tables
(volunteers can bid, too). There will be free din
and other perks for the volunteers. Please call
Norm Ritchie at (503) 7¢-5551 if you can help.

Portland Boat and Sportsman Show Passes
Available

Free passes for members who volunteer to recruit
memberships and sell raffle tickets at the
Steelheaders booth for a short time while at these
early January and February events. This is a total
savings of $15 including parking. Signup sheeés ar
with the chapters now, so sign up early to get the
time slots you want. Members can also sign up by
contacting Doug Hunt at (503) 641-3637 or Mike
Myrick at (503) 281-6438.

Steelhead Summit.

NWF's Patty Glick was the kickoff speaker i
year, proposing a'5“H”, adding “Heat” to th
other “All H” fish management/impact eleme
of Harvest, Habitat, Hatcheries, and Hydro. .
McMillan, Oregon State University, presen
fascinating and impeant aspects of “critic
habitat” evaluation and magement fc
improving our fisheries.

Win a Fishing Rod as We Update the
Database.

Membership records now include e-mail addresses. |
is easy. Just visit the Events webpage. You'l
automatically be entered into the drawing for fighi
rods, art prints, Steelheader apparel and othes log
merchandise. The drawing will be held at the
Association February Board meeting.

Raffle Tickets Available.

You can win prizes for selling raffle tickets!
The Association and most chapters recognize
their strongest performers. There will be a prize
for the top seller at each chapter plus all sellers
will get a chance at another prize for each book
they buy or sell. Prizes? Let’s just say Lamiglas
rods are involved. Half the proceeds are pure
profit for your chapter with the Association
picking up all expenses from the other half. So
help your chapter and the Association while you
earn a chance at prizes by selling raffle tickets.
“These tickets sell themselves" says Art
Israelson, who sold over 10,000 tickets last year.
(That would be up to $5,000 for the chapter's
treasury if all the chapters’ members could
match Art’'s performance.) Chapters get tickets
for distribution to their members by calling or e-
mailing the Association office.

December 14 ExCom Meeting Highlights
Weather was a highlight as winds over 100 mph
dropped trees and created other travel hazardsrgni
attendance and driving the meeting to an early end.
Holiday festivities were undeterred as attendees
enjoyed each other’s gift and pot luck offerings.
Office employment continues to be a need. A very
capable computer application contractor will be
engaged while we continue to look for an office
manager to provide presence and handle the more
clerical aspects.



Subject: Preliminary 2007 Willamette Spring Chindedrecast

Columbia River Returns
Age 3 Age 4 Age 5 Age 6 Total
2006 Forecast 1,900 22,200 21,708 700 46,500
2006 Actual Return 350 41,900 16,000 1,400 59,700
2007 Forecast 1,600 7,500 42 ,500° 300 52,000
Lower 500 3,600 33,508 2903 37,900
Upper 2,100 15,208 54,008 900" 72,200
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Estimated from recruits to ocean fisheries basedolumbia River returns and age-specific ocearnvesr
rates.
Recent 5-year average count of age 3 fish ColuiRbiar returns.
Based on 5-year average ratio of age 2:3 fish.

Based on 10-year average ratio of age 2:3 fish.
Age 4 predicted from 2005 return of age 3 fishWatlamette Falls (linear regression, all years, y-
intercept=0).
Age 4 predicted from 2006 return of age 3 fishAdllamette Falls (non-linear regression of lowesstef
returns — 2006 age 3 count lowest on record, yragpt fit to data).
Age 4 predicted from 2006 return of age 3 fishWatlamette Falls (linear regression, all years, y-
intercept=0).
Age 4 predicted from 2006 return of age 3 fish\dllamette Falls (linear regression, y-intercept o
data).
Age 5 predicted frompear-1return of age 4 fish <81 cm (linear regressiori,yaars, y-intercept=0).
Age 5 predicted from 2006 return of age 4 fish <84 (linear regression restricted to the ten ageuds
most similar to 2006 run — 2006 ruff @ighest on record, y-intercept fit to data).
Lower confidence limit of estimate from footnte
Age 6 predicted frompear-1return of age 5 fish using the 10-year average Z@eratio.
Age 6 predicted from 2006 return of age 5 fismg$-year average age 5:6 ratio.
Age 6 predicted from 5-year average count of ColarRiver age 5 return.



STEP News
Cindy Heller, 935-4209

ANOTHER CYCLE STARTS

January will mark the beginning of the ef fort to
collect fish returning to Letz Cr. as mature adults
The trap will be made operational (the  weir will be
placed) in mid- January as weather permits.
Although Letz Cr. fish typically start showing up

in February, placing the trap into operation in mid -

January al lows time to fix any problems that
might show up. This timing also allows us to
avoid handling large numbers of Coho. Please be
prepared to sign up to help get the trap
operational. Not only do many hands make light
work, but in this case it also allows safer work.
Check your calendars and we’ll pick a date to
install the weir at the next meeting.

THANK YOU

Many thanks to the following people for their care
and feeding of the fish in the pond during the
months of November and December. Mi chael
Whiting, Patti Konnie, Lowell Russell, Wally
Smith, Greg Wo jtowicz, Gary and Cherie Lutman,
John Anderson, Paul Kirkpatrick, Ryan
Kirkpatrick, Al Bazzi, and Jane and John
Kammerzelt. The fish are in incredible shape (of
course!l) and it is all because of all of our
dedicated feeders.

SAFETY FIRST

Don't mean to sound like a broken record,
but...plea se remember that your safety is what is
most impor tant. We'd like to keep you around, so
please be careful driving to Letz Cr. and working
around water. Life jackets are in side the shed for
your use while feeding fish in the pond (and they
don’'t work if you aren't wearing them). If the
roads are like an ice rink, stay home and let Al
Bazzi know that you were unable to feed fish.
Stay warm and dry and safe.

GET CLOSE WITH A FISH

Once the trap is in operation, you will have
the chance to see adult fish up close and
really personal. Working the trap requires
waders, rain jacket, a strong arm and a
desire to handle fish. All hatchery fish are
marked and released down-stream; all egg
and milt collection takes place in the trap
and the ‘donors’ are then released
downstream unharmed. wild fish are
placed upstream. The actual fertilization of
eggs takes place in the hatch-house, where
the fertilized eggs are then incubated in the
Heath trays until the resulting fry are ready
to be fed. It is really an interesting process,
and a lot of fun. We’d like you to take part
in this process this year, so be prepared to
sign up as potential trap volunteers. Dale
Johnson will be our ‘trap and spawn guru’
for 2007 (Thank you Dale!) and will be
looking for help. We'll be trapping fish until
mid-April, typically, so everyone who is
interested will have the opportunity to get
involved. You will learn how to handle fish,
how to sex fish, estimate the age of the fish,
how to fill out a trap report, how to spawn
fish, and how to fertilize eggs—WOW, that's
a lot of new stuff if you haven't done it
before. Hope to see you out there.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!



ODFW VOLUNTEER OPORTUNITY

The Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife is current  ly looking for volunteers to assist with
checking a Rotary Screw Trap (picture attached). T  his trap will be located on Mosby Creek; a
tributary to the Row River which flows into the Coa st Fork Willamette River. The trap is
located on private property (Plum Creek Nursery) lo  cated on Mosby Creek Road outside of
Cottage Grove. This location is approx. 20 miles s outh from Eugene.

Volunteers will be responsible for providing their own transportation to the site on their
scheduled day, remove fish from trap and record dat a from all fish in the trap and make sure
that trap is "fishing" properly before leaving. Th e whole process should take about 2 - 3 hours
including drive time; depending on where you would be coming from.

All trap checks will be conducted by at least two p eople. You could either recruit a friend to
check the trap with you or | will schedule peoplet  ogether.

| would like people that are interested to committ o at least a day a week. The trap will be
going into Mosby Creek in a week or so. We are sch  eduled to operate the trap through at least

April. You wouldn't need to commit to the whole ti me but | am looking for people to conduct

at least 4 trap checks in the 3-4 month time frame.

All Volunteers will need to attend 2 trainings, whi ch would include checking the trap with an
ODFW staff member before they can conduct the trap checks without agency staff present.

Selected Volunteers must be confident with walking on a floating trap in the middle of the
creek during varying flow events. Each Volunteer m ust be capable and confident with using
nets to remove fish from the trap and recording dat a while on the fish trap. The trap can be
dangerous if proper protocols are not followed!

Let me know if you are interested by replying to th IS message and giving me your current
phone number. | will create a list of interested p  eople and give you a call when we get the trap
in the water. Also, feel free to contact me witha  ny questions.

Erik R. Moberly

Fish Biologist

Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
3150 Main Street

Springfield, Or. 97478

(541) 726-3515 x28 (Office)
(541) 953-8803 (Cell)
erik.r.moberly@state.or.us

WHAT IS A STEELHEADER?

We are Sports Anglers dedicated to restoring and en  hancing Salmon, Trout and Steelhead
populations and their habitats for present and f uture generations.




The Association of Northwest Steelheaders
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Newsletter submissions dead line is the 2of the month. Submissions
may be made at the general meeting, by email to eea@msn.com.
Snail mail to the PO Box, ATTN: NEWSLETTER. At the Monthly
board meeting or call Dale Clift for other options.






